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the opposite aspect we find no specific condemnation, 
though a partially implied one, of Franz’s duel, extra- 
marital relations considered as natural, Selma Rosner re- 
fusing to bring children into an evil world, and Hans’ 
acceptance of the Masons as a possible force for good. 
All in all because of the confusion of ideas and the in- 
clusion of false morality it would seem that this book at 
best would be suitable only for the very mature and dis- 
criminating adult reader. 


* * * 


Rainier, Major Peter W. Pipeline to Battle. Random 


House. Feb. 18, 1944. $2.50. 


Pipeline to Battle is a graphic illustration of the fact that 
this is a combined war of technical skill and intestinal 
fortitude. It is the story of an engineer’s fight to supply 
the British Eighth Army with water as it alternately drove 
forward and retreated before Rommel’s army. It begins 
with a description of the sparse, poorly equipped British 
army which faced an Italian army ten times its size and 
infinitely much better equipped after Dunkirk. The 
colossal English bluff both on land and sea so confused 
Graziani that he delayed attacking, a delay which cost 
the Axis Egypt and the Suez and perhaps the victory itself. 


Rainier — Index 17> 


The strategy of three years of desert campaigns across 
Egypt, Libya, Tripolitania and Tunisia is described by one 
who actually saw every operation in progress. The de- 
scription of the battle of El Alamein is one of the best yet 
written, far surpassing journalistic accounts. Diagrammed 
accounts of battles such as Knightsbridge aid a great deal 
but most of all the frank account of failures as well as 
victories makes the book good reading. Due credit is given 
to Wavell but Montgomery shines most as the fox who 
outfoxed Rommel completely. The pursuit and break 
through of the Mareth line make for exciting reading and 
the terse economical style of Rainier makes the reader 
feel as though he has had a blow by blow account. Rainier 
has a good sense of humor, something which makes the 
book bearable because he does not try to hide the fact 
that the desert campaign was a pretty nasty business all 
around. The book ends with the surrender of the Italian 
and German armies in Africa. While it is interesting 
reading, the book is not recommended for younger readers, 
the language of war being rather fully reproduced in the 
book. Some of Rainier’s moral judgments might be ques- 
tioned. The full impact of the brutalizing impact of war 
is given. 
James M. Eagan, 
College of New Rochelle 
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Wordell and Seiler. “Wildcats” Over Casablanca, p. 43. 
July 1, 1943. (IIb) 
Wriston, H. Challenge to Freedom, p. 87. Oct. 1, 1943. (1) 


Zara, L. Against This Rock, p. 105. Nov. 1, 1943. (IIb) 


Ziemer, G. Education for Death, p. 9. Apr. 15, 1943. (IIa) 


Back Copies 


All back copies of Volume 3, with the exception 
of the Jan. 1, 1944, issue, are available at 10 cents 
each. Mimeographed indexes to volumes 1 and 2 
are still in print and sell at 10 cents each. 


Best Sellers of 1943 


The Co-editors of Best Sellers have prepared for 
The Catholic Library World a survey article en- 
titled “Best Sellers of 1943”, reviewing the evalu- 
ations of last year’s secular books, consisting of 
109 fiction titles and 124 of non-fiction. An eight 
page reprint of this article will be sent to any sub- 
scriber for ten cents in coin or stamps. Address 
requests to: 


BEST SELLERS 
UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON 
SCRANTON 3, Pa. 


| 

* 


4 


